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Dr. Paula McClain is Co-Director of the Center for the Study of Race, Ethnicity and Gender 
in the Social Sciences at Duke University. She directs the American Political Science 
Association's Ralph Bunche Summer Institute hosted by Duke University, and funded by the 
National Science Foundation and Duke University. A Howard University Ph.D., her primary 
research interests are racial minority group politics, particularly inter-minority political and 
social competition, and urban politics, especially public policy and urban crime. She is the 
author or co-author of several books: American Government in Black and White, “Can we All 
Get Along” Racial and Ethnic Minorities in American Politics, and Race, Place, and Risk: 
Black Homicide in Urban America. 
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